MEN OF POWER
Though he was not scholastic, he had learning of a new
sort.   And this is the way it came about:
At the age of seven he was put into the church school
of Santa Petronilla, near Vincy, There he did not get
along well with the other boys. They liked to torture
animals or tear the wings off butterflies. He sickened
at such sights and would turn from them to go off
into the woods by himself. There he would lie for
hours, studying the structure of flowers or the habits
of birds. On one occasion he was not content simply
to turn away from the boys who were finding their
pleasure in baiting a dog with a wounded mole. In a
burst of angry courage he rushed among them, knocked
down three of them, rescued the hapless mole, and
bore it away to safety. The boys could not understand
such squeamishness. Leonardo, in consequence, found
himself deprived not only of a mother's affection and
a normal home life, but of happy friendships with youth
of his own age.
At the age of thirteen Leonardo went to live with his
grandfather in Florence. Not far from his home a
building was being constructed by the architect, Ser
Biago da Ravenna. Leonardo used to stand by and
watch the construction operations. His intelligent
questions and comments brought him to the attention
of Ser Biago, who made him his pupil and instructed
him in arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and mechanics.
When Leonardo was eighteen he knocked one evening
at the door of ToscaneUi, the famous naturalist, mathe-
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